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HOTEL NUR



On the Afghan-Tibet border in the region of Leh and surrounded by four great Himalayan ranges, Hotel Nurbu was commissioned
by the owner who wants to expand his current business to the travel industry.

The design approach was an attempt to interpret the tradisional Ladakhi building style into a modern version of it. By using
elements of their centuries old building style along with modern materials, the design establishes a blend of old and new. Not in
juxtaposition to one another, but in a subtle dialogue between the two.

Incorporating the local building style of ram-art, where layers of clay is rammed into a compact sediment, much like concrete, but
lacking its strenght clay walls provide a textured and rich exterior with superior insulation abilities. As support, the building incor-
potrates a concrete reinforced frame to support the ram-art walls. These ram-art walls are scientifically proven to be an effective,
sustainable and eco-friendly insulator against extreme temperatures found in this region, often reaching temperatures of -30
deg celcius and colder in winter and 40 + in summer. Ram-art is affordable and labour-intense which provides much-needed work
for India’s vast labour force.

Exposed steel is placed along with natural clay and sustainably grown wood, stone forms a base which supports and holds the
structure up, while adding more texture to the building. Solar panels are used as features in the building style and not hidden. The
building is designed so that it locks down and focusses inwards during extreme winter months, where all of the main roads feed-
ing Leh are snowed over (at places with 36 feet of snow and ice) and the state snowed in. In summer, as glaciers begin to thaw
and Ladakh'’s wild life resurrects the building opens up and becomes more exposed to the elements.
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Hotel Ladakh Retreat was initially a revamping project but soon developed into a project of a wider scope.

The site planning and function was re-evalued and proposals presented to the clients which they accepted. Much attention was
spent on planning and building a driveway and parking area along with upgrading the approach to the existing building.

The exterior was touched up, fixed and a new colour selection brought in. Furthermore the interior was remodelled and redone
using existing furniture and fixtures which included the reception, passageways and dining rooms plus a room proposal which
could then be duplicated to other rooms.

The clients accepted a proposal to add a deck to the dining room which would connect the river area running along the side of the
hotel. They also accepted a proposal to create a seasonal bar and entertainment area alongside the river (Riverside Beach Bar).
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Situated in Chatterpur, an old village in Delhi locked in by the modern world mushrooming around it, this old mill is becoming a
hub for boutique stores and small production theatres surrounded by up-market cafes.

This project was a last-minute proposal required by the client to present to potential investors and therefore is on a concept level
of design.

The versatility of the old mill's warehouses had to be captured in rough images which omitted detail on purpose.
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The beach bar, situated on a sandy shore of a tributary feeding the Indus river, came to life during an upgrading project of the
Ladakh Retreat Hotel.

The bar and entertainment area would use traditional Ladakhi materials of clay, stone and sustainably grown poplar wood which
would make it easy for local builders and labour to execute. The development includes a bar, seated areas for dining, a wedding
area and fire pit for traditional dancing.
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OUTSIDE DECK AREA
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The US client is moving into the Indian travel and tourism market.

The project included both a design and fitting phase and is situated in DLF Southpoint Mall in Gurugram'’s upmarket Golf Course
Road. Compliance with Indian building regulations which included worker safety, noise and pollution reduction along with safety
and fire specifications was an important aspect of the project which had to be completed within a scheduled time. The mall’s strict
building regulations had to be honoured at all times. As the project developed it was signed off by mall authorities at different
stages. This was a fully budgeted and tendered project.

The interior had to appeal to Indian taste and be bright and visible from the outside in order to attract visitors to the mall. All fur-
niture and fixtures, except for the office chairs, had to be designed and fabricated and this brought about unigue lighting fixtures,
custom made travel desks and hidden storage panels. All custom made furniture was, wherever possible, fitted as additional
storage units.

The compact travel agency sports a reception area, 6 travel desks, a board room with digital projector, a fully equipped kitchen-
ette and washroom along with ample storage space for brochures and office equipment.
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Access worldwide

Offering highly personalised, one-on-one
services and equipped with a workdwide
natwork, Open World Trips is all about
making ¢very journey a memorable
experience from start to finish
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The first phase of a 3200 sgqm garment and accessories factory in Noida's Tronica City was planned and fitted within 45 days.

The initial phase was to fit, wire and equip half of the space in such a way that it would form a functional and integrated part of
the entire factory once the second phase (expansion to include the full floor space) is completed.

Attention and preference was given to functionality, cost and execution.
The factory includes a reception, office, raw materials receiving and dispatch, cutting, stitching, checking and finished goods with

packing areas. Care was given to adhere to government fire, safety and evacuation specifications, labour requirements and light-
ing demands.
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This fun project is a self-driven design idea which would recycle the vast amount of old cycles into a new life in the form of a chair.

The rE-CYCLE chair is made in such a way that it can still be ‘cycled’, although static and acts as a giant fidget spinner or toy.



biCYCLE

33



34

SPREAD

reCYCLE

'&SPREAD



N
COM

SCHOOL
&

HOOL
G H
NCE

S C
H
!

EMBASSY
|
RECYCLING OF SCIE

AMERICAN

35



36

An extension to the AES High School Cafeteria is this funky project made up of recycled laboratory furniture and fittings incorpo-
rated into old computer labs.

The project used corrugated iron sheeting as paneling to reflect on the many building projects on the school site.

High School students love the space and fully own it.

Attention was given to specifications and requirements from the school’s facilities management board along with its health de-
partment. The school also has a full time architect employed who had to be consulted on structural issues which arose during the

project.

Services to and from the project included gas, fire, water, internet, phone, electrical, air extraction, airconditioning and sound.



Open hand Cafe, AES, New Delhi

suggested plan scale: Tm=2cm
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This hotel is one of only a handful of boutique hotels in Bhutan.

The project involved taking a re-look at the engineer’s planned site services which included a proposal for an unsightly and costly
road to accomodate fascilities and services around the site. A more effective (cost and design) solution was provided and thereby
a saving of Rs 3 crore (USD 400,000) was gained to the client and investors. Site planning included the introduction of a spa on
the hotel site and re-routing of a mountain spring to run through the hotel.

The design part of the project included developing the interiors of different suites and their bathrooms, the hotel's lobby, recep-
tion, lounges, dining room, bar and outside seating areas.



design notes:

Entrance

a. entrance with darker
stained wood
b. suitcase rack & mini bar
c. lounge area
d. bathroom, see technical
plan
— i) e. antique wood divider
| e f. bed table

ki o g. Queen size bed with back
& down lighting
h. wall mirror
i. chaise longues, leave
curtain space
j. Box seating

Queen
G0 xBO"
5% 66"

COTTAGE : FIRST FLOOR PLAN
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This quant cafe, frequented by backpackers, hikers and tourists, is situated in the heart of Leh less than a kilometer from the Old
City and Leh Palace.

The cafe includes an inside and outside deck seating area (tented), a coffee bar, indoor low-seating area as well as two kitchen'’s,
washrooms and an office.
Due to a scarcity of good commercial furniture all furniture was hand-crafted from local materials - either built-in and fitted or

stand-alone - and included dining, bar and deck chairs, tables, shelves, cabinettes, doors, windows and wooden flooring.

The tented structure was welded and clad with a machine stitched tent.
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NOTES

CARPENTER:

- TOP: Check all tables & chairs, fit counter
boxes, wood on dishrack, bar counter fit & fix
doors/racks, any kitchen partitions, two out-
side menu stands, provide cross ventillation
(1 or 2 windows)

provide plug box begind pillar, product dis-
play wall rack, product display brackets, fix
wood on outdoor tables, gas bottle storage
BOTTOM: make bathroom partition, partition
for Footprints, fit work counter for baking,
make wash basin stand

- deck: fix table tops, deck chairs, complete
two partitions with talu wood

- oil all wood

WELDER:

remove current canpopy

- get outdoor tables and drop at welders to
fit legs

Welded Items:

Deck, canopy above cafe door,

electrical line to deck, wash basin stand,
dish rack, display hangers, partitions x 2
Fix table legs (outside)

make 2 speaker boxes for rain & security

PLUMBER

Fit tanks on roof & connect to main line
TOP: Fit taps top floor wash basin & drain,
make outlets to drains in winter

BOTTOM: Fit taps top floor wash basin &
drain, make outlets to drains in winter, fit
toilet seat & wash basin

PAINTER: [give colour]
Last stages of work, oil all wood,

DECK:

- break current tandori oven & remove

Do shade cloth & rope, oil all furniture &
have arrangement for night cover & lock-up
Outdoor lighting, fire pit

BOKARI:

Fit & bring river stones, fit exhaust &
make functional, display wood to burn
Break hole for exhaust

ELECTRICAL:

Fit plugs as per plan, LED lights, laptop
plugs, wifi plugs, deck plugs (water
proof), light boxes wiring, exhaust, fly
boxes

7

V

plumbina

1 pl
oxtfactor

s

SCULLERY

~|rack: clean dishes top
dirty dishes bottom

liwicer] 4 power
plugs

[microwave]

| PREP

tgrin]

FOOD PREP

DRINKS PREP 1
I

[eofree
grinder]

2 power
plugs

[COFFEE
MAGHINE]

Li
Tight
o

electrical to -
deck

ts, sound,
ox,electrical
quipment

ART WORK:
Check art work, clean & hang

SIGNAGE:

Take measurement for sign board light box
- do signage on road level, signage above
main entrance, sign on eastern side of deck,
signs at crossing

MENUS & POS: Finalise & print
STOCK: Finalise & ship

SUPPLIES: Finalise & define process of
payment/delivery/reorder/time frames / cost
of goods

FLYERS & CARDS/STICKERS/ PROMO'S/
EVENTS

STAFF STAY

Finalise staff stay, men & women. Get
beds, foams, linen, cushions, blankets,
sort out kitchen, wash room, geizer
define do’s & don’t, responsibilities,
emergency numbers, police registration

CAFE REGISTRATION

CB do registration

Sunder to find out about seasonal beer
licence

EXTRA
Solar Heating,
exhaust extractor hood

OPENHAND CAFE & SHOP LEH S7
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OPEN HAND

SHOP

&

BISTRO
NEW CAFE

-LEH LADAKH

DESIGN & FITTING
LEH , I NDIA



This 180 seater bistro and shop was fashioned from an old cow shed and a line of small-scale stores.

An outside seating area was created with stone and gravel along with a wooden deck made in the traditional Ladakhi building
style using mud, dung and wood.

The cafe was incredibly loved by locals and visitors alike and became a landmark in Leh - in spite of having no physical address
due to the absence of street names and numbers in this ancient and secluded outpost.

All furniture, shelves, counters and doors and windows were locally fabricated.
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On the fringes of New Delhi’'s Old City, this jazzy cafe was produced from a cow shed in Paharganj’s Main Bazaar.

The area dates from the time of the partition and hosted visitors such as the Beetles along with anyone traveling in India in the
70's. Today, this hippy landmark, remains true to its fame and is a hub for hasheesh, hookah'’s, bongs, Bang and any of a million
different types of alternative products and clothing.

OpenHand Cafe exists in India since 1999. The Main Bazaar cafe is one of a collection of versions of the cafe in its complex sur-
roundings between mafia, guru’s, touts, police, hookers and anyone looking for a quick buck.

This cafe is compact with not a square inch to waste. Ceiling heights, at an absolute minimum, had to be increased by digging the
floor out, cement staircases replaced by a recycled spiral staircase acquired from a scrap yard and cut to fit. Recycled wood brings
texture and colour to the interior and all furniture either has added storage space or is foldable and stackable to save space.



full top t
bottom
glass dooff -
open to

outside
=3 1
£
(=3 2.concrete floor with floor lighting pipes for
8 wiring/holes, add rods for steel plate to fit step
S y stone wall 6.
singie bric provide step for washup, drainage, taps and gas
connection outside.
for stone 3.place wiring in wall, AC outlet and wiring/drain
claddlng and outside unit where place?
4.Akhter start seating on top floor.
5. build entry steps and landing, plant boxes
6. weld new spiral ladder, fit wooden steps + one
removable ladder for service door, provide rail-
ing at top floor, weld cage for gas tank at back
on the outside.
7. tile/screed/cobble floor
8. full glass facade
9. service door at back replaced with glass door
and repeat glass above till roof (white glass)
10. provide shutter for back glass and glass door
11. Water filter and geiser
12.
13.
line of top floor: low brick
double tap with potalonta?
table in psser
. hezon
mornings
for self-
help break-
fast here

ce of

&
B
B
by

Landing 400mm

CURRENT ENTRANCE SHUTTER

SIDE WALK

1200mm

MAIN BAZAR
Proposed shop plan layout












‘BEFORE’ - a collection of images of some of the projects | worked on before or during its making.
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- Leh Ladakh, India

Ladakh Retreat Hotel

A2
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American Embassy School New Delhi - OpenHand Café & High School Cafeteria

Al



OpenHand Café & Shop

- Leh Ladakh, India

A10a
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- Leh Ladakh, India

OpenHand Café & Shop

Al10b
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OpenHand Café - Main Bazaar, Paharganj, New Delhi

A12
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